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the right of woman as equal to that of man, to a life
of religious celibacy. But ordinarily, any desertion
of the family would be held to be unfaithfulness to
it. And all the dreams of the Indian people centre
in the thought of heroic purity and faith in wif ehood.
There is a half-magical element in this attitude of
Hindus towards women. As performers of ritual
worship they are regarded as second only to the
professional Brahmin himself. I have * even seen
a temple served by a woman, during the temporary
illness of her son, who was the priest! Our prejudice,
in favour of the exclusive sacramental efficacy of
man, instinctive as it may seem to us, is probably
due to Semitic influences. Even Rome had the
Vestal Virgins ! In the non-Brahminical community
of Coorg, the whole ceremony of* marriage is per-
formed by women, and even amongst brahmins
themselves, the country over, an important part of
the wedding rites is in their hands, A woman's
blessing is everywhere considered more efficacious
than a man's in preparing for a journey, or beginning
an undertaking. Women are constituted spiritual
directors, and receive the revenues and perform the
duties, of a' domestic chaplaincy, during the incum-
bent's minority, without the matter even exciting
comment. A little boy is taught that whatever ha
mayrt do to his brothers to strike his sister would be
sacrilege. A man is expected to love his mother